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March 26, 2020 

 

 

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

 

Here is the latest update on what is happening at St. Patrick Church in light of the coronavirus pandemic.  

Please keep in mind that this information supersedes anything found in previous letters or in the parish 

bulletin.  This letter is also posted on the parish’s Facebook page ( facebook.com/stpatrickga ). 

 

The church and office remain closed to the public.  Nevertheless, staff members are on the job, mostly 

working from home.  The mail is still being collected and the phone is still being answered.  In light of 

this, the church is not available for Mass, group meetings, or devotional gatherings until further notice.  

The exception to this pertains to Alcoholics Anonymous who are free to continue using Saint Kevin’s Hall 

if they wish. 

 

Tomorrow (Friday, March 27), at 1:00 p.m. EST, Pope Francis will say a special prayer for the world and is 

inviting all the faithful to participate.  You may view it via EWTN. 

 

FR. ERIC IMPERSONATOR 

Once again, a criminal is impersonating me in order to scam people.  If you receive an email that is not 

from the parish’s official email account (saintpat@stpatrick.org) or from my diocesan account 

(efilmer@diosav.org) then please delete it; it’s not actually me.  Please be aware that this scammer 

often creates an email account that looks very similar to the official ones, so ignore them unless they 

perfectly match what you see above.  Text messages allegedly from me asking for “favors”, money, gift 

cards, etc. can be immediately ignored.  As a rule, if I want help from a specific individual with a financial 

matter, I will do that person the courtesy of contacting him or her directly (over the phone or in person), 

not through emails or text messages. 

 

MASS 

Although Mass is currently closed to the public, I am livestreaming private Masses from our chapel 

which are viewed on the parish’s Facebook page ( facebook.com/stpatrickga ).  Such Masses are 

recorded and retained on the Facebook page for later viewing, although I will delete each one after a 

week.  The schedule for these Masses is: 

Monday – Thursday:  10:00 a.m. 

Saturday:  5:30 p.m. (this is the Sunday Vigil Mass) 

 

Naturally, because Masses are closed to the public, Catholics are excused from the requirement to 

attend Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation.  Nevertheless, each Sunday is still the Lord’s Day, 

and people are encouraged to spend some time in prayer and other devotions (such as reading the 

bible, praying the rosary, etc.). 

 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
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The bishop has decreed that Holy Week liturgies are likewise closed to the public.  Nevertheless, at St. 

Patrick Church, they will be conducted privately and livestreamed on our Facebook page in the same 

manner as the other Masses.  Here are some things to keep in mind: 

 

PALM SUNDAY (April 5, 5:30 p.m.).  Palms will be blessed and kept refrigerated.  When the church is 

eventually reopened to the public, you may take a palm home. 

HOLY THURSDAY:  April 9, 7:00 p.m. 

GOOD FRIDAY:  April 10, 7:00 p.m. 

THE GREAT EASTER VIGIL:  April 11, 8:30 p.m. 

EASTER SUNDAY:  April 12, 11:00 a.m. 

 

As a side note, the annual Chrism Mass will be livestreamed from the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist in 

Savannah on April 7 at 7:00 p.m.  Although closed to the public, it may be viewed via 

www.savannahcathedral.org .  Priests will view the Mass online and pick up the newly consecrated oils 

for their parishes at some future time. 

 

The baptisms and confirmations which were supposed to happen in April (until the coronavirus hit) are 

postponed to a later date (to be announced).  Likewise, the Easter Egg Hunt is postponed. 

 

DONATIONS / TITHING 

Please remember to continue to financially support St. Patrick Church.   

Donations may be mailed to the parish office: 

 

St. Patrick Church 

2410 GA Hwy 127 

Kathleen, GA 31047 

 

or sent via electronic tithing (see “Online Donations” on the parish’s website at 

www.stpatrickga.org/home ). 

 

EMERGENCY SITUATIONS 

As always, the parish’s emergency line is active.  To arrange for the Anointing of the Sick (for critical 

medical situations, including the Coronavirus) or the Last Rites, or to report a death in the parish, please 

call 229-456-1859 and leave a message.  However, please be aware that, because of the pandemic, 

emergency rooms, intensive care wards, nursing homes and other medical facilities are starting to 

restrict the entry of any non-medical personnel, including priests. 

 

Please be assured of my prayers, and please keep me and the parish staff in your prayers as well.  Let us 

also continue to pray for the victims of the pandemic and for an end to this global health crisis. 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Fr. Eric 
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Fr. Eric Filmer 

Pastor 

St. Patrick Church 

Kathleen, GA 


