
 

Making Moral Choices  
 The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) do not tell Catholics how to 

vote; the responsibility to make political choices rests with each person and his or her properly 

formed conscience, aided by prudence. This exercise of conscience begins with always opposing 

policies that violate human life or weaken its protection. 

 When morally flawed laws already exist, prudential judgment is needed to determine how 

to do what is possible to restore justice—even if partially or gradually—without ever abandoning 

a moral commitment to full protection for all human life from conception to natural death (see 

St. John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae, no. 73). 

 Prudential judgment is also needed to determine the best way to promote the common 

good in areas such as housing, health care, and immigration. When church leaders make 

judgments about how to apply Catholic teaching to specific policies, this may not carry the same 

binding authority as universal moral principles but cannot be dismissed as one political opinion 

among others. These moral applications should inform the consciences and guide the actions of 

Catholics. 

 As Catholics we are not single-issue voters. A candidate’s position on a single issue is not 

sufficient to guarantee a voter’s support. Yet a candidate’s position on a single issue that 

involves an intrinsic evil, such as support for legal abortion or the promotion of racism, may 

legitimately lead a voter to dis-qualify a candidate from receiving support. 

 

What Public Policies Should Concern Catholics Most? 

 As Catholics, we are led to raise questions about political life other than those that 

concentrate on individual, material well-being. We focus more broadly on what protects or 

threatens the dignity of every human life. Catholic teaching challenges voters and candidates, 

citizens and elected officials, to consider the moral and ethical dimensions of public policy 

issues. In light of ethical principles, The USCCB offers the following policy goals they hope will 

guide Catholics as they form their consciences and reflect on the moral dimensions of their 

public choices: 

 • Address the preeminent requirement to protect human life—by restricting and bringing 

to an end the destruction of unborn children through abortion and providing women in crisis 

pregnancies with the supports they need. End the following practices: the use of euthanasia and 

assisted suicide to deal with the burdens of illness and disability; the destruction of human 

embryos in the name of research; the use of the death penalty to combat crime; and the 



imprudent resort to war to address international disputes. 

 • Protect the fundamental understanding of marriage as the life-long and faithful union 

of one man and one woman as the central institution of society; promote the complementarity of 

the sexes and reject false “gender” ideologies; provide better support for family life morally, 

socially, and economically, so that our nation helps parents raise their children with respect for 

life, sound moral values, and an ethic of stewardship and responsibility. 

 • Achieve comprehensive immigration reform that offers a path to citizenship, treats 

immigrant workers fairly, prevents the separation of families, maintains the integrity of our 

borders, respects the rule of law, and addresses the factors that compel people to leave their own 

countries. 

 • Help families and children overcome poverty and ensure access to and choice in 

education, as well as decent work at fair, living wages and adequate assistance for the 

vulnerable in our nation, while also helping to overcome widespread hunger and poverty around 

the world, especially in the policy areas of development assistance, debt relief, and international 

trade. 

 • Ensure full conscience protection and religious freedom for individuals and groups to 

meet social needs, and so enable families, community groups, economic structures, and 

government to work together to overcome poverty, pursue the common good, and care for 

creation. 

 • Provide health care while respecting human life, human dignity, and religious freedom 

in our health care system. 

 • Continue to oppose policies that reflect racism, hostility toward immigrants, religious 

bigotry, and other forms of unjust discrimination. 

 • Establish and comply with moral limits on the use of military force—examining for 

what purposes it may be used, under what authority, and at what human cost— with a special 

view to seeking a responsible and effective response for ending the persecution of Christians and 

other religious minorities in the Middle East and other parts of the world. 

 • Join with others around the world to pursue peace, protect human rights and religious 

liberty, and advance economic justice and care for creation. 
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